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PROJECT OVERVIEW 

This project showcases  the creation of a new life for old buildings with facilities to meet 21st cent ury 
needs, whilst respecting and celebrating their inte grity.

Fundamental to the design was a sensitive approach to the building’s rescue and restoration with 
carefully considered retention of its gracefully ag ed qualities.

The new is both a dramatic statement and a delicate  intervention.

The whole is a harmonious fusion of new and old. 



PROJECT TEAM

Client: Rooff

Executive Architect: Pollard Thomas Edwards architects

Architects to Planning: Schmidt Hammer Lassen

Main Contractor: Rooff

Structural Engineer: Price & Myers 

Services Engineer: Mesh

Quantity Surveyor: Rooff 

NEW LONDON AWARDS 2011 - UNBUILT/CONSERVING
THE GRANARY

60-78 ABBEY ROAD, BARKING IG11 7BT



 
NEW LONDON AWARDS 2011 - UNBUILT/CONSERVING 

THE GRANARY 
60-78 ABBEY ROAD, BARKING IG11 7BT 

SUPPORTING TEXT 
 
The refurbished Granary, with its new bronze-clad extension will form the new headquarters base for 
developer/contractor Rooff. 

Located in the Roding Valley, Abbey Road Riverside Conservation Area in the London Borough of 
Barking & Dagenham, the locally listed Granary building has been derelict and unoccup ied for some 
considerable time and was in urgent need of compreh ensive restoration to bring it back into use. 

London Thames Gateway Development Corporation (LTGDC) obta ined detailed planning consent in 
September 2009 with a scheme designed by Schmidt Ha mmer Lassen for a new Creative Industries 
Quarter centred on the former Granary and Malthouse  buildings.  The scheme includes a range of 
mixed-use commercial and residential buildings, a n ew public square, a public transport bridge and a 
café/restaurant with a riverside terrace. 

Rooff decided to relocate their head office complex  following the successful 2012 Olympic decision 
and the emerging regeneration opportunities at thei r existing site in Stratford.  This site was seen as 
an ideal opportunity, with its road, rail and trans port links as well as its proximity to the faciliti es of 
Barking Town centre and its fantastic location on t he banks of the Roding. 

Rooff acquired the site in March 2010 but had been closely involved with LTGDC and the 
development plans, having first identified the Gran ary building as a potential location in August 2005 .  
LTGDC have been very much instrumental in the regeneration of Barking Town Centre and this 
scheme marks one of the first projects to complete and demonstrates Rooff!s commercial 
commitment to the future of the area. 

PTEa was appointed to develop the planning consente d scheme - the essence being to optimise the 
use of the space both in the new and old buildings whilst at the same time preserving the original 
character and historical references.  Although subs tantial work was needed to repair and restore the 
fabric, as far as possible the ethos of the convers ion was sensitive restoration; a light and gentle 
touch. 

The Granary has been restored with all new structures and interventions respecting the original fabric  
of the building.  All lean-to extensions, accrued i nternal partitions and non-original secondary 
structures have been removed and formerly blocked-i n windows, opened up again. 

The plan form and shape of the new extension is respectful of the original building and takes its cue 
from its strong gabled form.  The new materials, br onze panels, further complement the original.  The 
new accommodation is attached to the existing via t he vertical circulation core and a high level bridg e 
link.  

Rooff and PTEa worked closely with LTGDC and the London Borough of Barking in developing the 
detail design.   

The main changes to the consented scheme were the r emoval of both the atrium linking the new and 
old buildings and the proposed podium around the ba se as well as the detail and design of the 
windows, rooflights and bronze cladding. 

The building is a naturally ventilated through cros s ventilated open plan floor spaces and utilises th e 
thermal mass of the existing and new concrete struc ture for internal temperature control.  It has a 
centralised boiler plant distributing to individual  floor plates.  Lighting is lower level background with 
task lighting at workstation positions.  Conservati on "in roof# Photovoltaic Panels have been 
incorporated to provide renewable energy to the bui lding. 

Rooff will occupy the two upper floors and the lower floors will be leased out to a mixture of creative and 
commercial users.  Works are due to complete in June 2011. 
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